Alexander Sanger, Palm Beach attor-
ney and grandson of Margaret, recalls the
politics, determination and vanity of this
uncommon woman who was ahead of her
time — and eventually paid for 1t.

Daring Mdrgaret Sanger
Earned Place in History

By MARGO HARAKAS
Post Staff Writer
___A colleague called her “a little
“ hun :  ETTHhat <he was’
She was a a"t-'f;f'f g defler. a COoImpds-
sjionate soul who Ds lieved not in God

or masters, but in the inherent rigit
of women to choose their pregnan-
cies.

She went to jail several times for
daring to discuss contraception with
women. She was Margaret Sanger,
who abandoned her family for “the

. greater cause” and later, much
. later, worried about the price they

This year marks the 100th anniver-
sary of her birth. Mrs. Sanger died

~ in 1866 in a Tucson, Ariz, nursing
i home. She had been placed there by
Al her older son who later found her
s surrounded by sycophants and gigo-
out to grab the last of her mon-

ey.

“She paid for their flattery,” said
% her grandson, Alexander Sanger, 31,
= a Palm ch attorney.
~ He prefers to recall the happier
o= days, when she would come to visit
J%8 a4t his family’s home in New York.
# “She was marvelous with young
&% children,” he said. .
‘238 “Hum it in there, Domie,” they'd
=< holler at her as she pitched a ball
% across home plate. Domie is short
. for Domah, a Japanese word, as
~ Alexander recalls, meaning second

. mother.
- At the time of her death, Mar-
{| garet Sanger was nearly 88. But

none of the obit writers got it right.
The reason was simple. Margaret

Sanger preferred to minimize such
things. It was Alexander who pin- ..
pointed the exact date his grand-
WwWorli

In the Higgins family Bible at
Smith College, he saw where Mar-
garet had changed her entry from
1879 to 1884. (She also frequently
quoted -the year 1883.) Unfortunate-
ly, the ink she used was inferior to
that used by her father years before.
Her attempt to deceive showed bold-

ly through.
Margaret Sanger was in all things

uncommon — in looks, in attitude, in

resolution.

“She’d stand up to anybody,” said
her admiring grandson. “It was the
Irish in her.”

Her militancy got its first public
airing with the labor movement.
Among the banners she hoisted was
that for the Lawrence Textile Strike
of 1912. h

Ever an appreciator of the fine
nuances of publicity (good and bad),

she gathered up the kids of the strik-
ers and carted them off to New

York City. “She arranged for the

kids to be cared for by strike sym-
- pathizers in New York. She made

the most of it, parading them
through the streets. It was a PR
gimmick, but it was marvelous.”
Mrs. Sanger received some politi-
cal awakening from her first hus-
band, William Sanger, architect and
artist. He introduced her to Emma

Goldman and Alexander Berkman

and other anarchists of the day.
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B roarer Sanger——- —So——

“She was part of that whole radical
movement,” Alexander said.

Actually, she and her husband
were, if anything, socialists. It was
that movement they later became
identified with.

Despite her toughness and unre-
lenting positions, Margaret Sanger
was an enticing woman. Petite,
blue-eyed, red-haired, soft spoken,
she captivated one male heart after
another,  including those of novelist
H. G. Wells, and sexologist Havelock
Ellis. She had affairs with both.
Wells, unable to contain his boyish
exuberance, wasn't content with
their secret love letters. He pro-
claimed to the world, “When the his-
tory of our ciyilization is written, it
will be a biological higtory and Mar-
garet Sanger will be its heroine.”

Years later at the nursing home,
Margaret Sanger Wwould pause
between sips of champagne through
a straw (she no longer could hold a
glass) and anmounce, “You know
H.G. Wells called me the most
famous woman. in the world.” That
was all she said, before once again
falling silent.

Mrs. Sanger;obviously enjoyed all
the attention of her famous lovers,
but she was first and foremost dis-
creet — fearful her enemies would
discover her * extramarital adven-
tures and use the information to dis-
crédit her cause. And the cause,
birth control — a term she origi-
nated — was all important.

“She made a choice early on
whether she was going td stay with
her husband and children or take on
this cause,” Alexander said. “Once

. she decided, she attacked with sin-
glemindedness.”

- The turning point came in 1912

Mrs. Sanger told the story often--

~ about the tenement wife and mother

. of thrée on the lower East Side of

- New York. She had nursed the moth-

er back to health after a self-in-

g could support another child,
¥ '-:; begged the doctor to ex-

‘how -she might avoid future
incies. The doctor, in a now
replied, “Tell Jake to
ts

onths later after another
tion, the woman was

- Mrs. Sanger was galvanized to ac-
tion. She q%%it her job and headed for

Paris. According to Alexander, she
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wilth-Munet and Matisse and Modi-
gliani. He had been trained as an ar-
chitect but he always wanted to

?E} miud felt this was his big

, s;lrs. Sanger returned home and
s ﬂilwhlm — and history — began.
b %ﬁmbmm? put ouf a magazine
FEa “Women Rebel” In it, she
- encouraged women to practice birth

control methods and promised in
A i%eq“ﬂ‘t 1ssues to tell them how.

e fam: postal authorities were en-
- AN ' this fool never heard of
| Act? By the time the
t;zl_leq duff the
tielr Indictment.
t:t\:ous ® — sending lewd anq ]as.

went with her husband, William.
William went to study art. She went
- to discover birth control techmiques
re far ahead of us at

I M . "
. [ 3 =y B w ] P "

" = 2 'Jl_"r 3 » - T y “__. 2 .|" i L

; T K _'... '.. - h N A
wITIC] di i

o

TEY o er over there,” Alex-
ander said. “He had become friends

her two .sons, daughter, and hus-
band, who by this time had'returned
to the States.

While Margaret Sanger was: out of
the .country, William Sanger would
be arrested for distributing birth
control pamphlets. Ironically, An-
thony Comstock, the man after
whom the law was named, would at-
tend that trial. A few days after Wil-
liam Sanger was found guilty" and
sentenced to 30 days in jail, Com-
stock would die of pneumonia con-
tracted while attending the trial.

Approximately a year after she
had fled, Mrs. Sanger came home to
stand trial. Her timing was not ca-
pricious.

“She kept having these dreams,”
said Alexander, “dreams with the
figure 8 in them. She concluded fi-
nally that it was the date Nov. 8.
She had to be home by then.”

The premonition was of her
daughter’s death. A few days after
Margaret arrived home, her
daughter died of pneumonia. The
date, Nov. 8.

Eventually, the charges against
Margaret were withdrawn. Free once
again to pursue her cause, she im-
mediately jumped in full force by

: ?01395 ning the country’s first birth con-

| Bk e
“seeking help and information.

The predictable occurred. A week
and a half after the clinic opened,
Margaret and her sister, Ethel
Byrne, were arrested.

As always, Margaret was deter-
mined to make the best of an ex-
ploitable situation. Ethel was going
on trial first. If sentenced, the sis-
ters decided, Ethel would go on a
hunger strike. According to Alexan-
der, it was the first time that
technique (borrowed from suf-

fragettes in England) had been used
In this country.
Ethel was convicted and sentenced
lt?n e350 days din tﬂail. She made head-
aroun e world. Day after
day, the Ppublic read about thii wom-
an starvmg‘herself for the cause. Fi-
:{1:;13*“ the judge ordered her force
it They wrapped her in blankets
25 poured eggs dgwn her throat. It
saiﬁ really horrible, ” Alexander

The publicity cont;
the governor Y continued.

Finally,
pardoned Ethel. In the

-, iargaret was tri
found guilty. She Spent her :?.?]':ll daal;r:

in jail without goin
: g on a hy
Strike. When she got out, huw:vg:rl:

o

-

Margaret
Sanger tried to
hide her age by
lying about it
and changing
the date in the
family Bible.
But she was
born in 1879, not!
1884 as public
records
indicate.

i - .
she decided she no longer needed'
her sister in the movement. Mar-
garet did pot take well to being up-:
staged, “She was jealous of all the
publieity Ethel had gotten,” Alexan-
der lat ."“Later 'when she wrote
about the ‘incident, you would have
thought if.'was Margaret who had
gone on the hunger Strike.”

Margaret was, ?il;I Alexander’s
words, “a very vain woman.”

Years later Margaret would invite
Ethel to a Christmas party at her
es in New York. She was remar-
rid — to J. Noah H. Slﬁﬁ, manufac-
turer of 3-In-One Oil. 4

It was one of those lush affairs

( “Margaret. loved parties”) with bty ‘
champagne and butlers everywhere. g ﬁlﬁf;ﬁmﬂéﬁ? 1937, a
Ethel started getting a little tiddly. (umminge 20t to y. : Hnm_er
“Remember,? she chided Margaret, mj . ) pursue one of its

ing when all we’'d have

- That was the last/time Margaret
invited Ethel to dinner. Margaret,
he sixth of 11 children, had grown
‘ r and didn’t want to be remind-
- R ¥
Ars. Sanger’s arrangement with
Slee was unorthodox for the day.
“They had a prenuptial agreement,”
Alexander explained. “They lived in
separate apartments in the same
. house and he had to call her on the
~ phone to make dinner dates with
her. They had an understanding she
would keep her name and would be

i =5

r than 150 terference.” B ¥

inic- surface, they seemed to®
have little in common.

"My father and uncle remember &

him fondly,” Alexander said. “He
was quite friendly, a conservative,
crusty businessman, Episcopalian to
the core. He divorced his first wife
to marry my grandmother. In her
autobiography she says he was
already divorced. She did that. If the
facts didn't fit, she'd make them up.
Anything to make herself look bet-
ter,” he said good-humoredly.

A charming, attractive man, Slee
undoubtedly funneled great sums of
money into the cause. In those early
days, according to Alexander, Mar-
garet even used the 3-In-One oil cans
for smuggling.

“There were two ways she used to
get contraceptives into the country,”
sald Alexander, amused by the rec-
ollection,

One involved a sympathetic boot-
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ander said.

simply made sure the
lﬂﬂgﬂraeHﬁunnerS carried her cargo
blﬂﬂkau as his. On nights when illicit
as We was being dumped overboard
booZ€ ¢rieval by motorized craft, in-
for 1; among the cases were some
Sanger.
tned for gagents caught up to
had her
into Canada,

' jve :
ci:lntl'ﬂc‘Eptl were stuffed into oil

ere
rt to New York.
shf:;r;{:; S.'.Il:i}gd about 1941_, he left
: qret Sanger a millionaire. “I'm
phe e how much he left her. I
:g;l‘gulli‘-' was about $9 million,” Alex-

tlv announced to her
She prm,f}!]myguing to spend every
nny before I dle;:’
ﬂsh-gpealnfnst did, too,” Alexander
id. “When she died 25 years later,
fhleieft an estate of $100,000.”
puring her declining years In Tuc-
she was still surrounded by
su:l.] ughe loved men. She loved the
ﬁtex‘ltiun they paid her. She’'d give
them money, jewelry, expensive

ngﬁentually, her older son Stuart
had  her involuntarily placed in a
sing home.
l]u‘ﬁmrgerma-:nl:»er visiting her the;;e
when I was about 14. And how said
it was to see her. She had always
been so full of life,” Alexander said.
The family would visit and take
ber champagne. “She still loved par-
ties,” Alexander said.
“In the end she was not an entire-
Iy happy person. She was surrounded
by gigolos, giving them money to

Smith College.

‘- W
§roaiet
.

pay attention to her.” ~ "

‘And while she had won the battles,
shie was aware always of the price
exacted.
- The victories, hard fought, were
all historic. In 1918, for the first
lime, the New ;ortt State Court of
Appeals expand e conditions un-
e which f

toppled the final barrier
tion of contracep-

g information,

- ughout the years,
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pursue her cause without in-

=

school till pe was
bounced around from
neighbor. She just

much. Neither w
ther.” a8

Alexander rememh

~ €IS spe;
ters from his fathera :-Eelng let-
grandmother’s persona) . P& his

al the Library of Cﬂﬂagﬁz’ now
‘All the poys R aEr:)c-l

there

my grandfs-

"""""

......

A -
........
= -r—r

% n
- W
- Y -

gy e Y

e T e s

[

i =
Mg
h

dS

adults. Accordi
are proud of Ma
Were supportive o

-

i

S e
iy
T, gl . | g e

— g [ s g ey
- e wm -
-

[ Si———
|||||||||

—————

.........

L
Ta,
T

L S i
g gy S e e T
......

ng

0 I

what her sons couldn’t

children. they did as
to Alexander, they
rgaret Sanger and
f her work.
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